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Thursday, 8:30-11:30; 1:00-2:15 and 2:30-3:30 

Coming Your Way:  Currently Showing in a School Near You! 
Presenters:  James A. Keith, Esq., Ann Deaton Box, Jessica I. Morris, Esq., and  

Carolyn Wooten Black  
 

Back through popular demand, the day will be organized to address an array of pertinent topics.  

With so many issues facing school personnel, the presenters will collaboratively provide up-to-

date information on a variety of issues!  School administrators and lead staff members will not 

want to miss this informative day!  The presenters will address the following hot topics and 

answer questions from the audience. 

 

 Bullying and harassing behavior – With attention on this important subject, the 

presentation will address the latest information regarding the laws and issues 

surrounding situations that schools face.  Questions such as: What is the responsibility 

of an IEP Committee to address the issues surrounding bullying and harassing behavior 

of a child with a disability?   May a parent file a complaint or due process hearing under 

IDEA based on their child being bullied at school?  What evidence should the school 

district maintain to support their case concerning bullying behavior? 

 

 Services for students identified as Emotionally Disturbed – As we know, MDE has placed 

emphasis on the identification of students with the disability of ‚emotionally disturbed.‛  

Following the eligibility, what special education services should IEP Committees 

consider to address the unique needs of the student?  The presenters will discuss the 

pitfalls in determining services and placement for emotionally disturbed students under 

IDEA. 

 

 Latest legal issues – The latest pertinent legal issues surrounding special education will 

be discussed, including findings of recent court cases.  Participants will be provided up-

to-date information as well as the concerns on issues surrounding court decisions.  

Also, participants will be provided information regarding pitfalls in decision-making 

regarding discipline and placements in alternative school programs. 

 

 Parent complaints – The presenters will address factors to consider when dealing with 

parent complaints as well as pitfalls that may happen when ‘emotion’ enters the 

situation of determining compliance.   

 

 ADA amendments – You will not want to miss this presentation!  The changes made to 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the impact on decision-making by school 

district personnel will be addressed.  School administrators, IEP Committee members 

and Section 504 Coordinators need to be informed of these significant changes to the 

law. 

 

 IDEA Reauthorization – Where are we in the reauthorization process?  The presenters 

will discuss the issues relevant to numerous organizations and the recommendations 

that are being proposed to Congress.  While funding remains an issue, changes to State 

Performance Goals/indicators, parent authority and State testing are a few of the 

regulatory concerns that are being discussed through-out the nation.  Participants will 

hear the latest ideas being presented to ‘enhance’ the regulations under IDEA. 

 

 

 
 

Friday, 8:30-10:00 

The Trail of Tiers:  How Section 504 Requirements and the Three-Tier Process 
May Blend 
Presenters:  James A. Keith, Esq. and Carolyn Wooten Black 
 

Have you had a request for a Section 504 Accommodation Plan due to the lack of academic 

support in regular education?  Is there a difference between a Three-Tier Intervention Plan and a 

Section 504 Accommodation Plan?  Are parents informed of their child’s participation in the 

Three-Tier process?  These questions, along with the legal implications surrounding Section 504 

and the Three-Tier process will be discussed by the presenters.  School administrators and lead 

teachers within the Three-Tier process will not want to miss this session!    
 

Friday, 10:15-11:45 

The Proof is in the Files! 
Presenter:  Carolyn Wooten Black 

 

Ever had a parent compliant or site visit?  Situations often occur that require documentation 

being available to support the decisions made by school personnel.  During this session the 

presenter will discuss the pitfalls regarding documentation within the intervention, referral, 

evaluation and IEP processes that may lead to unnecessary problems for the district. 

 
About the Presenters:   
 

CAROLYN BLACK is the Director of the Center for Special Education Services (C-SPED) that provides a 

network of services designed for educators.  Ms. Black consults with districts on the development and 

implementation of policies and procedures under IDEA, Section 504, FERPA and Response to 

Intervention (RTI).  She provides training on inclusion practices and research-based strategies.  Ms. Black 

is a frequent presenter and speaker on subjects related to the implementation of IDEA, Section 504, 

Inclusion, RTI and Differentiated Instruction. 

 

ANN DEATON BOX comes from a 20-year teaching background, including adult education literacy, 

general education, and 14 years as a special education teacher in Mississippi public schools.  She was 

employed with MDE where she worked as a parent consultant, handling parent complaints and due 

process.  She has worked with Adams and Reese LLP law firm for the past eleven years providing school 

districts with training for personnel and guidance in matters involving programming and IEP 

development, student discipline, response to parent complaints, response to complaints filed with the 

Office for Civil Rights, mediation/resolution, and special education due process.  

  

JAMES A. KEITH, ESQ. is a partner in the law firm of Adams and Reese, LLP in Jackson, Mississippi. He 

serves as board attorney for several school districts throughout Mississippi, providing advice and 

counsel on numerous school law issues such as employment matters, student issues and education of 

the disabled. Mr. Keith's areas of practice include education, administrative and employment law, with a 

particular emphasis on special education matters in public school systems.  Mr. Keith is a frequent 

speaker at national and state conferences and has conducted numerous seminars on legal issues for local 

school personnel and attorneys.   

 

JESSICA I. MORRIS, ESQ. joined Adams and Reese in 2010 in the firm's Jackson office.  She is an 

Associate in the Special Business Services Practice Group and on the firm's Labor and Employment 

Practice Team.  Her experience includes general education, including special education matters, school 

board policies and its impact on district operations, and also labor and employment issues.  Ms. Morris 

formerly served as Assistant District Counsel with the Jackson Public School District. 
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REGISTRATION RATE 
Pre-registration Deadline:  October 21, 2011 
 

The registration fee includes a continental breakfast on both days of the Conference, refreshment 

breaks, practical materials and handouts provided in a resource notebook and, if applicable, SEMI 

credits. 
 

C-SPED Subscriber Rate: $295   

Non-Subscriber Rate:           $310 

Additional Team Member:   $275 (The first team member from a district or organization is full-

price; additional members may receive this discounted price) 
 

EASY TO REGISTER 
Carver Productions LLC will manage the Conference. Mail your registration form to Carver 

Productions LLC, P.O. Box 1084, Starkville, MS 39760 or fax your information to 1.662.796.3090.  

Registration checks should be made to Carver Productions LLC.  Onsite registration will only be 

granted at the door on a space-available basis.  Payment or a purchase order must be received 

prior to the start of the Conference.  The Conference is limited to district personnel due to space 

restrictions.  
 

SUBSTITUTIONS/CANCELLATION POLICY 
C-SPED reserves the right to substitute speakers or cancel the Conference due to the lack of 

registrations, a natural disaster, or a national emergency.  Notification of any cancellation by  C-

SPED will be made to the registrants.  In case of cancellation, C-SPED’s liability is limited to the 

refund of the Conference registration fee only. 
 

Substitutions may be made at any time with no penalty.  For registrants whose cancellation is 

received in writing or by email at least ten (10) days before the Conference will receive a refund 

for the amount of the Conference minus a $50 administrative fee.  Cancellations received after 

this deadline will not be refunded.  All refunds will be made by Carver Productions LLC following 

the Conference.  Unpaid cancellations and registrants that do not attend the Conference for 

which they are registered will be billed the appropriate amount.   
 

SPECIAL NEEDS/ASSISTANCE 
Please call 601.896.1870 or email us at carver_productions@yahoo.com with any questions you 

may have regarding registration for the Conference or any special accommodations or needs you 

may have to attend the Conference.  Notification of special accommodations must be received no 

later than three (3) weeks prior to the Conference. 
 

SEMI AND CEU CREDITS FOR EACH STRAND 
5 SEMI credits are available for administrators.  If you are interested in obtaining SEMI credits, 

please indicate by providing your social security number on the registration form. 

 

.85 CEU credits are available for a fee of $15.00.  Sign-up for CEU credit will be available at the 

registration desk.  Interested participants must make payment upon sign-up at the Institute. 

 

Don’t Delay, Register Today! 

 

 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
 Special Education Directors      Administrative Support Personnel 

 Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents    Title l and Curriculum Coordinators 

 Principals and Assistant Principals     Psychologists & Psychometrists  

 LSC and Eligibility Team Members     Case Managers 

 Teacher Support Team Members      Counselors 

 Special and Regular Education Teachers     504 Coordinators and Team Members 

 Administrative Assistants 

 

AGENDA  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A special thanks goes to the sponsor of our Breaks! 
Be sure to visit their booth for information about their programs! 

 

Educational Materials Specialists, Inc. (EMS) 

 800.748.3049 
 

Special thanks to Educational Materials Specialists, Inc. (EMS) for their support!  EMS is located 

in Madison, MS and provides products and services for school district personnel, including the 

Reading Coach, Headsprout Early Reading, Orchard, Symphony Math and Ascend software 

programs. In conjunction with Psychological Software Solutions, EMS offers the Review360 

Behavioral software program, which is used to implement proven positive behavior interventions 

and strategies during the RTI and IEP processes.   Districts across the state use the EZ Test Tracker, 

EZ Lesson Planner and Student Support Network programs to monitor student progress.  For 

more information about EMS’ products and services, visit their web site at http://www.edmat.com.  
 

Contacts:  Aubrey J. Corley, Daniel O. Alexander and Greg Spring 
 

Join Us at the Conference! 
 
 

Registration  
 

Attendance  

Thursday – October 27 

  7:30 —   8:30  Registration and Continental Breakfast 

  8:30 — 10:00  General Session  

10:00 — 10:15  Break 

10:15 — 11:30  General Session cont’d 

11:30 —   1:00  Lunch on Your Own 

  1:00 —   2:30  General Session cont’d 

  2:30 —   2:45  Break 

  2:45 —   3:30  General Session cont’d 

  3:30 —   3:45  Wrap-Up 
     

Friday  – October 28 

  7:45 —   8:30  Continental Breakfast 

  8:30 — 10:00  General Session  

10:00 — 10:15  Break 

10:15 — 11:45  General Session cont’d 

11:45 — 12:00  Update from C-SPED and Door Prizes 


